For several decades, the area in Northern France surrounding the former lead (Pb) smelter Metaleurop Nord, located at Noyelles-Godault, had been suffering from the significant dust amounts emitted throughout years of production, until closedown in 2003. Eventually, agricultural soils were extremely contaminated with metals, by which Cd, Pb and Zn concentrations were 20 to 50 times exceeding the regional background values and negatively affecting crop production, human health and ecosystem [1] .
